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Inspect—You should give your deck a thorough inspection every year or 

two, looking for any boards that may be deteriorating or any nails that may 

need replacing. Once you’ve taken care of these problem areas, you’ve 

created a good baseline for further maintenance.  

Clean—First, sweep all large debris off the surface of the deck. Consider 
power-washing so all of the dirt and grime is thoroughly removed. You can 
use cleaning products on the wood, but be mindful of what you’re applying. 
For example, bleach can help eliminate mildew; however, there’s a risk of 
discoloring the wood, creating another issue to address. 

Stain—To make the natural beauty of the wood shine, stain your deck. 
Use a product that soaks deep into the wood, preventing peeling on the 
surface and potential future damage. Use a stain that is fully waterproof, 
so the wood does not sustain any water damage. Also, consider using 
one that has UV protection to prevent discoloration from the sun. 

Seal—For the final step, seal your deck to protect it. Make sure to shield 
all items near your deck with tarps or covers to prevent unnecessary 
damage. Also, be careful not to apply sealant too close to plants, as it 
may kill your greenery. Spray, roll or brush on sealant evenly across the 
surface. Brushing or rolling may be more precise, but takes more time to 
finish the area. Once the deck is sealed, wait 48 hours before using it or 
placing furniture on it. Then, enjoy the outdoors! 
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Tips for Maintaining Your Deck  

A great way to create extra living space for your home is to add a deck to your yard 
this summer. But before you do, there are some helpful tips for deck maintenance 
you should take into account to ensure the safety and appearance of the structure. 


