
Remodeling magazine’s 2014 Cost vs. Value Report tabs these 6 exterior 
projects as offering the best return on your investment.  They also in-

crease your curb appeal when it comes time to sell! 
 

Source:  HouseLogic.com 

 
 

Wood Deck 
 

A deck is a cost-effective way to increase your living 
space and is a great way to enjoy the outdoors when the 
weather is nice. A simple deck using pressure-treated 

lumber is a good DIY project and saves up to 50% of a 
professionally built deck. Clean and seal your deck 

annually to keep it in great shape. 
 

National average cost: $9,539 (professionally built) 
Percent of investment recouped: 87.4% 

 
 

Garage Door 
 

A new garage door is a great way to improve your 
curb appeal. Manufacturers offer terrific styles and 

choices, from plain steel panel doors to energy-
efficient, insulated models with glass windows and 

panels that look like painted wood. 
 

National average cost, Midrange Steel: $1,534    
National average cost, Upscale Insulated: $2,791 

Percent of investment recouped: 82.9% 

 
 

Fiber-Cement Siding 
 

Fiber-cement siding is a popular choice for replacement 
siding. Fiber-cement offers longevity and resistance to 
moisture, rot, and fire. It’s stable and doesn’t flex, so 
repainting is less frequent - saving money over time. 

Fiber-cement has marketable cache as an upscale, high-
quality product. 

 
 

National average cost: $13,378 
Percent of investment recouped: 87% 

 
 

Replacement Windows 
 

Swapping out older, leaky windows for new energy-
efficient replacement windows is a style upgrade that 
saves energy. The Efficient Windows Collaborative 

says you’ll save up to $450 per year if you switch out 
single-pane windows for new double-pane windows in 

a 2,150-sq.-ft. house.  
 

National average cost: $9,978 (10 midrange vinyl 
replacements)  

Percent of investment recouped: 78.7% 

 
 

Vinyl Siding 
 

Famous for its durability and reasonable price, light-
weight vinyl siding continues to be the most popular 
choice for siding replacement. Manufacturers keep 

coming up with new colors that won’t fade, so there are 
more choices than ever. Insulated vinyl options can 

help cut energy costs. 
 

National average cost, midrange vinyl: $11,475 
Percent of investment recouped: 78.2% 

 
 

Steel Entry Door 
 

A steel door costs less than half of a similar fiberglass 
door. An entry door replacement featuring a modestly 
priced steel door upgrades both energy efficiency and 

curb appeal. The steel outer layer is susceptible to  
denting; a brass kickplate helps protect the door from 

accidental dings. 
 

National average cost: $1,162 
Percent of investment recouped: 96.6% 


