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Choose the right size. This can be difficult for most buyers, as 
contractors should send out technicians rather than salespeople to 
make this determination. You’ll hear the term “tonnage” mentioned, 
which is a measurement of the A/C unit’s cooling power, not its actual 
weight. The perfect size unit will depend on a variety of factors, but for 
reference, on average a 2,000-square-foot home will most likely require 
a 5-ton A/C unit. 
Don’t get fooled by branding. There are numerous brands of A/C 
units on the market today. What’s the difference? In reality, most units 
have similar internal components, and many of these brands are owned 
and manufactured by the same parent company. 
Choose the right HVAC contractor. Above all else, proper research 
before jumping into a purchase is necessary to ensure you’re getting 
the best service possible. Use Google or Yelp to look at reviews of local 
HVAC providers, and make sure to get multiple bids before pulling the 
trigger. Choosing a good contractor can save you significant time and 

money throughout the lifespan of your A/C unit. 

   As summer begins to heat up, keeping your 
home cool and comfortable is important. You may 
want to consider purchasing a new air 
conditioning (A/C) unit before it’s too late. 
Whether you’re replacing a broken unit or 
upgrading to become more energy efficient, here 
are four things to consider before purchasing a 
new A/C unit. 
     Learn about energy efficiency. First and 
foremost, you’ll see A/C units branded with a 
Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER) 
number. This is an objective measuring tool to 
evaluate the energy efficiency of units across 
brands. While being efficient is important, the 
higher the SEER number, the higher the initial 
price tag. These more complicated units end up 
costing consumers more in the long run with 
maintenance and repair costs, defeating the 
original cost-saving purpose. Experts recommend 
buying a new unit with a SEER value between 14 

and 16 for the best results. 

time TO CHILL 

 


