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Keep a Tidy Lawn This Fall 

Avoid big piles—While a few stray leaves on your lawn isn’t a big deal, full coverage becomes an 

issue. The fallen leaves will block sunlight to your lawn and can introduce a number of different diseases. 
For example, a layer of leaves can prevent the soil from drying out properly after it rains, causing the roots 
of the turf to rot and deteriorate. The best time to start leaf removal is when the top half of the grass blades 
are covered, or when leaves cover one-third of your lawn. And try to act prior to any forecast rainfall—
removing dry leaves is much easier than wet ones. 

Buying or selling a home can seem like an overwhelming task. But the right REАLTOR® can make the process easier — and more profitable.А 

Certified Residential Specialist (CRS), with years of experience and success, will help you make smart decisions in a fast-paced, complex and competitive 

marketplace. To earn the CRS Designation, REАLTORS® must demonstrate outstanding professional achievements — including high-volume sales — and 

pursue advanced training in areas such as finance, marketing and technology. They must also maintain membership in the NАTIONАL АSSOCIАTION OF    

REАLTORS® and abide by its Code of Ethics. Work with a REАLTOR® who belongs in the top 3% in the nation. Contact a CRS today. 

Avoiding raking—Not a fan of strenuous 

raking? Consider using your lawn mower to chop up 
the leaves into small pieces. You then can either 
use a grass catcher to collect the remnants for easy 
removal, or you can keep the leaves on your lawn 
for decomposition.  Letting these small pieces      
decompose will strengthen the health of your soil, 
resulting in lusher grass. If the layer of leaves is 
deep, you may have to make several  passes over 
them with your  mower to get them small enough to 
decompose efficiently. Thick, wet leaves will need 
to be collected with a bag attachment and either 
disposed of or  added to a compost pile.  

Don’t waste space—If you’re collecting 

leaves for community disposal, think about how 
much waste you’ll be collecting. Consider getting   
a leaf vacuum that includes a shredder, saving the 
amount of space taken up in the disposal bags. 
When you’re purchasing one of these leaf       
shredders, look at the volume reduction ratio listed 
on the packaging. For example, if the ratio is 10:1, 
that means the shredder will convert what would 
normally amount to 10 bags of leaves into just one. 
Leaf vacuums work best for smaller areas, but if 
you have a large outdoor space, a mower/bag    
attachment combination is probably your best bet.   

While fall is a beautiful season when the 

leaves turn colors on the trees in your 

neighborhood, it’s another story once they 

begin to drop and accumulate on your lawn. 

Piles of leaves can be a chore to rake and 

remove and leaving them unattended can 

be an eyesore and can damage the health of 

your lawn. Here are some tips to make lawn 

care less stressful this fall. 


